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The Pikes Peak Hospice 
Foundation raised more than 
$80,000 through the return 
of the Illuminations event at 
the Weidner Field Skyclub 
and Stadium on Thursday, 
September 15.

Hosted by Dianne Derby 
of KOAA News, the event 
was attended by more 
than 100 supporters of Pikes 
Peak Hospice and Palliative 
Care. This year’s event raised 
funds to provide needed 
services such as charity 
care for the uninsured, 
Veteran services, pediatric 
services, grief services, 
and complementary 
therapies such as pet, music, 
aromatherapy, and touch.

“We believe that hospice 
care is about living, and that 
every patient and family 
deserves consistent expert 
care and compassionate 
personal attention. As the 
only nonprofit, community-
based hospice in El Paso 
and Teller Counties, each 
and every year, we help 
more than 2,000 patients 
and families navigate the 

challenges of a life-limiting 
illness with comfort, dignity 
and fulfillment,” stated Dawn 
Darvalics, President of Pikes 
Peak Hospice and Palliative 
Care.

The Pikes Peak Hospice 
Foundation raises funds 
for Pikes Peak Hospice & 
Palliative Care to continue 
the mission of providing 
compassionate and expert 
end-of-life care to patients 
and their families and to 
ensure comfort for all who 
face serious illness regardless 
of ability to pay.

“We were very excited 
to be able to host the 
Illuminations event in-person 
again this year and interact 
with our supporters.  This 
is a significant way for our 
community to support our 
Care Teams and the patients 
they serve,” stated Andrew 
Petersen, Executive Director 
of the Pikes Peak Foundation.
If you missed this year’s 
Illuminations event, there 
is still time to support Pikes 
Peak Hospice and Palliative 
Care by making a donation. 

ILLUMINATIONS

www.pikespeakhospice.org
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TREES OF LIFE

During the winter holiday 
season, the trees surrounding 
the Colorado Springs Pioneers 
Museum will be lit up for the Trees 
of Life celebration in memory of 
thousands of loved ones.
Celebrating its 38th year, we 
invite you to join us to remember 
someone special during our Trees 
of Life Tree Lighting Ceremony. The 
event culminates with an outdoor 
tree-lighting where loved ones are 
remembered in each light that is 
illuminated.
Tribute is also paid to our military 
and first responders by illuminating 
a special red, white, and blue tree 
in their honor.
For  more information and to 
purchase a memorial light or 
ornament, please visit 
www.pikespeakhospice.org/
treesoflife/

For more information about the Pikes Peak Hospice 
Foundation and to make a donation, please visit 
www.pikespeakhospice.org/pikes-peak-hospice-foundation

Saturday, November 12, 2022 
5:00 p.m.

Colorado Springs
Pioneers Museum

215 South Tejon Street
Colorado Springs, CO 80903

Pictured left to right: Abbey Mobolade, PPCC Nursing School Professor and PPHPC Board 
Member; Yemi Mobolade, entrepreneur and Colo. Springs Mayor Candidate; Tommy Ladell, 
PPHPC Veteran Liaison, Kathy Sparnins, Exec. Director Voices of Grief Support and Education 
Center; Jayme A. Hollingan, Silver Key Director, Events & Community Engagement
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with the primary goal 
of generating profit or, 
a community-based 
hospice committed 
to the highest quality 
of care. You have a 
right to be informed 
and a right to choose.  
Choose carefully and 
choose quality.

As the article states, 
for-profit hospices hire fewer staff and spend 
less on patient care in order to maximize 
their profits.  Studies that have found for profit 
hospices have higher rates of complaints and 
deficiencies, have more emergency room visits 
and hospitalizations, and see doctors or nurse 
practitioners two-thirds less often than a non-
profit hospice.
Pikes Peak Hospice and Palliative Care, the 
first hospice in El Paso County, is the only 
community-based, non-profit provider in our 
community. For 42 years we have been the 
largest and most trusted provider in the region - 
assessing and meeting our community’s needs 
with a broad range of services.  We could not 
do this without the help of our community. 
Thank you for your ongoing support. 

Sincerely,

Dawn Darvalics
President

Dawn Darvalics, President
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Dear Readers,

Recently, an article appeared in the Gazette 
entitled “Hospices have become big business 
for private equity firms, raising concerns” 
published by Kaiser Health News.
The article stated many are worried the 
original hospice vision may be fading as 
private equity companies acquire hospice 
organizations.  There are examples of these 
ownership types in the Colorado Springs 
community.
The information shared is important as there 
has never been a more important time for the 
kind of person-centered, serious illness, and 
end-of-life care that we will all need going 
forward.
Hospice providers should be unified by the 
mission to provide high quality end-of-life 
care to patients and families. Whether a 
hospice is for-profit or non-profit - when 
choosing a provider, it’s important to learn 
how services are delivered, the structure 
of the patient care team, and the special 
programs available to you or your loved one.
Non-profit hospices invest dollars in clinical 
education for staff to enhance care, offer 
additional therapeutic treatments, and 
accept patients regardless of their diagnosis, 
location of care, their insurance or ability 
to pay.  Our mission is important to all those 
facing end-of-life and to the communities 
we have been privileged to serve over the 
last 42 years. We think it is important for you 
to know whether the hospice providing care 
for your loved one is part of a corporation 

A LETTER FROM OUR PRESIDENT

CENTER FOR GRIEF AND LOSS
Grief is a very personal journey, traveled in different ways and 
at different paces. Our professional grief counselors and trained 
volunteers ensure that you don’t have to make the journey alone.
Since the holiday season can be a difficult time of year for 
someone who has experienced the loss of a loved one, we offer 
special programs to provide support during this time.

Hope in the Holidays Support Group
Mondays, Nov. 7th - Dec. 12th | 3:30 pm - 5:00 pm 
Thursdays, Nov. 10th - Dec. 15th | 10:30 am - 12:00 pm

• Tips and ideas on how to cope and manage your feelings
• Ideas about ways to remember your loved one
• How to get help and support from other people

Children’s Grief Support
Wednesday meetings
Oct. 5 - 26 | 4:00 pm - 5:30 pm

Cookies for Kids
Friday, Dec. 9th
4:00 pm - 5:00 pm
A grief exercise in baking and 
decorating

For  more information contact  the Center for Grief and Loss
at 719-633-3400 or by emailing BereavementTeam@PikesPeakHospice.org
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The Pikes Peak Hospice Foundation recently named Andrew Petersen as 
its new Executive Director.

Petersen joined the Foundation on August 15 and brings a wealth of 
experience in fundraising and philanthropy.  Andrew is a member of 
the Association of Fundraising Professionals (AFP) and he has been in 
resource development for over two decades, working in local, regional 
and international human service nonprofits.

Petersen was most recently the Director of Development for THE PLACE, 
serving the Colorado Springs community’s homeless youth.   His passion 
is for donors to have a visceral connection with the mission they 
support.  

As a former board member and past president of the Southern Colorado Chapter of AFP, 
Petersen is a strong advocate for ethical and effective fundraising.   In 2020, he was selected as 
the Fundraising Executive of the Year in AFP for Southern Colorado.

Living in Southern Colorado since 2007, Petersen is married to his wife Shellie, and they have two 
children.  Together, they take every opportunity to breathe the fresh, rare air of our Colorado 
mountains and interact with the wonderful people they encounter.

“The Pikes Peak Hospice Foundation is excited to welcome Andrew,” said Jim Harris, Chair of the 
Board of Trustees for the Foundation.  “He brings decades of experience in working with donors 
to grow annual giving, major gifts, corporate giving and lead successful fundraising events.”

The Pikes Peak Hospice Foundation is a separate 501(c) (3) organization and was established 
to be the philanthropic arm to support and expand the mission of Pikes Peak Hospice and 
Palliative Care and enhance the care and services provided to patients, families and members 
of the community.

“Andy will be a tremendous addition to our team, his heart aligns with our mission and his 
enthusiasm for expanding access to quality end-of-life care for those in need is inspiring,” stated 
Dawn Darvalics, President of Pikes Peak Hospice and Palliative Care.

ANDREW PETERSEN JOINS THE PIKES PEAK HOSPICE FOUNDATION

Andrew Petersen, 
Executive Director

PIKES PEAK THRESHOLD SINGERS BRING SONG TO INPATIENT UNIT

The Threshold Singers bring the gift of music to share with hospice patients 
and their families at the PPHPC inpatient unit. 

Their songs help to create a calm and focused presence at the bedside, 
with gentle voices and sincere kindness which can be soothing and 
reassuring to patients, family, and caregivers alike. 
When invited to a bedside, the Threshold Singers visit in groups of two to 
four singers. Families and caregivers can join in song or participate by 
listening. The songs are not religiously oriented, so are suitable whether an 
individual is spiritual, religious or not. 

They offer singing as gentle blessings, not as entertainment, and are honored when a patient falls 
asleep as they are singing.  Most of their songs are very short, so the repetition is conducive to rest 
and comfort. 
The songs that they sing were written specifically for the purpose of communicating ease, comfort, 
and presence. Hope everyone also finds them beautiful to listen to. 
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The Journey Matters is published by the Pikes Peak 
Hospice Foundation. No article in this publication 
may be reprinted in whole, or in part, without 
permission. 

© 2022 by Pikes Peak Hospice & Palliative Care, Inc. 

2550 Tenderfoot Hill Street
Colorado Springs, CO 80906

719.633.3400 Fax 719.633.3800
PikesPeakHospice.org

Providing a special kind of care,  
a different kind of hope.

Our Mission
• Provide compassionate & expert 
   end-of-life care to patients & their families.
• Partner with those who share our vision.
• Lead change in the community to ensure 
 comfort for all who face serious illness.
Our Core Principles
• Hospice care is about living.
• End-of-life events are universal.
• Comfort & dignity should be accessible to all.
• Every life experience is exceptional.
• To listen is to understand.
• Hospice & palliative care is ever-changing.
• Optimism is powerful & contagious.
Honored to walk this journey with you.

Pikes Peak Hospice & Palliative 
Care, Inc. is a community-based 
nonprofit serving the Pikes Peak 
region since 1980.

The Empty Stocking 
Fund benefits more 
than 20 health and 
human service non-
profit organizations 
in the Pikes Peak 
region, including 
Pikes Peak Hospice & 

Palliative Care.  The Fund raises more than $1 
million each year by holding fun events and 
accepting direct donations throughout the 
holiday season.

In 2021, the Pikes Peak Hospice Foundation 
received over $80,000 from the Empty 
Stocking Fund – the most ever received by 
the Foundation.

Look for this year’s Empty Stocking Fund 
campaign to begin at the time of the 
Thanksgiving Day holiday and for more 
information please visit                             
 https://emptystockingfundco.org

Do you know what may be required to distribute money from your IRA?

• Are you over 70 ½ years of age and receiving Required Minimum          
Distributions (RMD) from your Individual Retirement Account (IRA)?

• Did you know you can quickly and easily send part or all (up to $100,000) 
of your distributing directly to a charity and save on income taxes?

For more information contact Andy Petersen at the Pikes Peak 
Foundation at 719-393-5963 or apetersen@pikespeakhospice.org 

Colorado Gives Day has grown 
to be Colorado’s largest 24-
hour giving event, raising more 
than $362 million for Colorado 
non-profits since it began in 
2010. Each December, Colora-
dans come together with the 
common goal to strengthen the 
community by helping to pow-
er nonprofits.

Please consider giving to Pikes Peak Hospice and 
Palliative Care during this year’s Gives Day cam-
paign.  Support is needed for bereavement care 
services, charity care provided to those without 
insurance coverage and other areas.

If you prefer to give to Pikes Peak Hospice and Palliative Care directly, please visit
https://pikespeakhospice.org/donate-today/

Thank you for your ongoing support
END-OF-YEAR GIVING

Key Dates to remember:
• Nov. 1: Early Giving begins
• Dec. 6: Colorado Gives Day

https://www.coloradogives.org/donate/PPHPC


