
Heather Pope with twin sister Ashley

Sentimental Journey Program Helps Heather Pope Attend the Show of a Lifetime

For Heather Pope, attending a Demi Lovato concert 
and meeting her in person seemed like a dream that 
would never come true.

Heather is a patient being cared for by Pikes Peak 
Hospice and Palliative Care (PPHPC).  At a young age 
she was diagnosed with ALS and had been declining 
steadily.

One thing that has been something positive for 
Heather is that she has been a fan of Demi Lovato 
since Lovato’s career started on the Disney Channel as 
a child performer.  Heather �nds her music uplifting 
and it makes her smile.

When Heather and her family learned that Lovato was 
scheduled to have a concert last October in Denver, 
they knew they had to try and �nd a way to see her 
performance.

With the help of her caregivers at PPHPC, Heather and 
the family submitted a request to the Sentimental 
Journey fund at the Pikes Peak Hospice Foundation to 
help with the things needed to attend the concert.

Supported with a gift from the Foundation and 
members of her hospice team, Heather was able to 
attend Lovato’s concert in Denver on October 3 with 
her twin sister, Ashley, and her sister-in law, Alma.  

The Foundation provided medical transportation, a 
nurse to accompany Heather, tickets to the concert and 
meals and gas money to Denver.

Heather wanted to meet Lovato in person, of course, 
but that was not possible. The next best thing was to 
see Lovato in concert and that allowed Heather and her 
family to laugh, dance and sing along the entire 
evening.

“Hearing her in person made me feel amazing,” stated 
Heather. “She (Lovato) looked at me and made me feel 
awesome. I was close enough to see her and so 
enjoyed the experience.”

The family is incredibly grateful to the Pikes Peak 
Hospice Foundation for making this special evening 
possible.
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The  Journey  Matters



A Letter from  Andy  Petersen
Executive Director of the Pikes Peak Hospice Foundation

Since arriving at the Pikes Peak Hospice Foundation (PPHF) last August, I have been able 
to see �rst-hand the incredible work of our Pikes Peak Hospice and Palliative Care 
(PPHPC) care teams.  They o�er great care by providing comfort and dignity to patients 
and their families.  As a supporter of PPHF, you should be grati�ed to know that this 
service continues daily and has a great impact.

Here is a snapshot of your in�uence in 2022:
• We served 1,189 unduplicated hospice patients
• We served 308 unduplicated palliative patients
• 282 patients were veterans many of whom were recognized through our “We Honor 

Veterans” program

This year, the goal of PPHF is to provide $671,100 in funding for care from PPHPC that 
goes above and beyond services required through government and commercial 
insurance funding.  This is what distinguishes PPHPC from other hospices in our region.  

In our 43-year history, PPHPC has never turned anyone away for services due to their inability to pay.  By supporting 
these patients, we are o�ering them the dignity all human beings deserve.  Unfunded, unreimbursed, or under 
reimbursed care for hospice services continues to be the major portion of our funding e�orts.  

We know, too, that our region has a high veteran population.  PPHF supports the “We Honor Veterans” program by 
funding a Veteran Liaison with PPHPC.  This position interacts with those who have served our country.  Our liaison 
helps guide patients through the Veterans Administration, o�ers a listening ear as a peer, and facilitates ceremonies to 
salute their service.  This service is important to us because it is important to our community.  

Your �rst gift began a relationship with PPHF.  I intend to continue that relationship by keeping you informed of the 
impact you have had, along with the importance of the work we do.  Thank you so much for your continued, faithful 
support.

Sincerely,

Andrew Petersen
Executive Director – Pikes Peak Hospice Foundation

Pet Therapy Brings Relief and Happiness to Patients and Families
Pet Therapy Services are available to all Pikes Peak 
Hospice patients. Pet Therapy can be provided to patients 
at home, in an assisted living residence or long-term care 
facility.

Volunteers and their pets are specially trained to meet the 
needs of patients and families. They may visit on a 
schedule yet are open to change as dictated by the 
patient's health and interests.

Because hospice patients have unique end-of-life needs, 

we seek volunteers from all backgrounds, experiences 
and cultures. Our volunteers understand the hospice 
philosophy and embrace the importance of quality of life.

Pet therapy has been shown to have multiple bene�ts for 
patients coping with illness including a decrease in 
depression and an increase in patient satisfaction, vitality, 
self-esteem, and happiness.

Thank you to all our pet therapy volunteers and their 
pets for all they do for our patients and their loved ones.



Pikes Peak Hospice and Palliative Care (PPHPC) recently welcomed Nathaniel (Nate) 
Miller, D.O. to the organization in the role of Medical Director.

Dr. Miller is board certi�ed by the American Board of Physical Medicine and 
Rehabilitation and comes to PPHPC, most recently, from Encompass Health as the 
Medical Director of Inpatient Rehabilitation. Dr. Miller brings more than 15 years of 
experience as a physician to PPHPC.

“I am excited to join Pikes Peak Hospice and Palliative Care. As a member of the 
interdisciplinary team, I am eager to comfort and support our patients and families in the 
community who face life-limiting illnesses during their hospice and palliative care 
journeys. I look forward to sharing my clinical knowledge and experience with my 
physician colleagues as we strive to provide the highest level of compassionate care to 
our shared patients and their families,” stated Dr. Miller.

In his role as Medical Director for PPHPC, Dr. Miller will provide medical oversight and direction for all our patients on a 
daily basis. Dr. Miller will lead a hospice and palliative team of specially trained clinical sta�, including Nurse 
Practitioners, Registered Nurses, Social Workers, Chaplains and Certi�ed Nurse Aides, all of whom are experts in the 
care of patients with advanced and terminal illnesses.

“Pikes Peak Hospice and Palliative Care is excited to welcome Dr. Miller,” said Dawn Darvalics, President of Pikes Peak 
Hospice and Palliative Care. “He adds experience, knowledge and a passion for end-of-life care to our senior leadership 
team that will bene�t the patients and families we care for every day.”

Dr. Miller Joins PPHPC as Medical Director

Over 200 people attended the 38th Annual “Trees of Life” on November 12, 2022 
at the Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum.
“It’s a healing event. I think people leave this event feeling connected and 
supported and like they’re not alone. And that’s so important – as you go through 
the grieving process,” explained Dawn Darvalics, President of Pikes Peak Hospice 
and Palliative Care.
The crowd gathered on the museum’s south lawn to honor loved ones as their 
names were read aloud before the tree lighting.  The trees were lit up in red, 
white, and blue in honor of �rst responders and military veterans.
The event raised over $100,000 for the Pikes Peak Hospice Foundation to support 
community-based hospice, palliative and bereavement care services.

Trees of Life Raises Over $100,000 for 
Pikes Peak Hospice Foundation

Resources for Grief & Loss
BEREAVED ADULTS OF PIKES PEAK HOSPICE PATIENTS
Six individual grief couseling sessions.
Additional sessions are available on a              
fee-per-session basis.

BEREAVED CHILDREN OF PIKES PEAK HOSPICE PATIENTS
Six individual grief couseling sessions.
Additional sessions are available on a              
fee-per-session basis.

Adult group sessions will begin:
Monday Group (3 - 5 pm)
March 6 - April 10

Thursday Group (10 - noon)
March 9 - April 13

Children group sessions will begin:
Tuesday Group (4 - 5:30 pm)
Feb. 7  - Feb. 28
April 4 - April 25



We  want  to  thank  all  our sponsors for 2022.  
Without them our events would not be possible.

$10,000 Sponsorship

$5,000 - $6,500 Sponsorship

$4,000 Sponsorship

Brian Wagner
Debbie Collins
Angie Hackett-Larson
Dr. Wendy Oatis
Susan Davis
ENT Credit Union
Carla Hartsell
US Bank

$2,000 - $3,500 Sponsorship

Alpine Bank
Chapman Foundation
Nunn Construction
Peak Vista Community Health 
     Centers
Rocky Mountain Cancer Centers
RTA Architects

Gri�s Blessing
Vance Brown
Jim Harris
Raymond James 
Johnson Team

$1,000 Sponsorship

Colin Perry
Shane Sherman
Fred Stattman
Herman Tiemens

Your generous gift of...
$35 provides a comforting aromatherapy di�user.

$75 assists a patient’s special needs: food, clothing, utilities.
$500 provides a new appliance for those needing to warm up food.
$1,500 o�ers a Sentimental Journey for patients and their families.

Please contact us with questions or comments at 719.457.8104.
Thank you!

SAVE THE DATE
MAY 2023

Our signature fundraising event is 
getting a make-over. 

At Pikes Peak Hospice & Palliative 
Care we dream big and we are 

redesigning our annual event to 
be bigger and better.

Sponsorship opportunities are 
now available to ensure our 

continued ability to reach those in 
need, regardless of background, 

class or legacy.  

Contact Andy Petersen for 
information about individual or 

corporate sponsorship packages.

apetersen@pikespeakhospice.org
Direct: 719.457.8103

Cell: 719.393.5963

Please make checks payable to
Pikes Peak Hospice Foundation

This gift is in memory of: ______________________________
Other $_______$2,000$1,500$500$75$35

I would like to make a gift of:

GIVE ONLINE:
pikespeakhospice.org/donate-today

GIVE BY PHONE:
(719) 457-8104

GIVE BY MAIL:
2550 Tenderfoot Hill Street
Colorado Springs, CO 80906

OTHER WAYS TO GIVE:
https://bit.ly/PPdonate_jm

Thank you for supporting those on their end-of-life journey. Gifts of $250+ are acknowledged in the Annual Report. Please list your 
name as you want it to appear in next year’s publication: ____________________________________

Designate my gift to:

Area of Greatest Need
Center for Grief and Loss
Charity Care
Other: ________________

      I wish this gift to remain anonymous
for publication purposes (if given in 
memory or honor, the family will be noti�ed)

      I wish all my gifts to remain 
anonymous

      I have included Pikes Peak  Hospice
Foundation in my Will or Trust

      My company has a matching gift 
program;  the paperwork is enclosed

       Please remove my name from your
mailing list

Pikes Peak Hospice Foundation does not rent or sell its donor lists.

I’d like to help PPHPC patients and their loved ones

VISAMC
CREDIT CARD INFORMATION:

Discover AmEx

Name on Card Phone Number

Card Number

Expiration Zip Code Signature

My check is enclosed

JMW23


