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The event was held at Nancy Lewis 
Park on Saturday, June 2 and 
included the release of hundreds 
of live monarch butterflies with 
loved ones’ names read aloud. 

Loved Ones
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Pikes Peak Hospice & Palliative 
Care hosted their Annual 
Commemorative Celebration 
and Live Butterfly Release in 
remembrance of those whom we 
love and have lost in the Colorado 
Springs community. 

pikespeakhospice.org

Remembering

Names were 
read aloud

Volunteers made 
this possible

Partners who 
provided support 
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Learn more at:
fillanemptystocking.org

Annual Live Butterfly Release

Above: Our Pet Therapy Program offers animals as nurturing, compassionate beings to provide 
comfort and solace through one-on-one interactions. Our inpatient unit and headquarters 
feature a freestanding aviary. From doves to finches, these scenic sanctuaries house vibrant 
and playful birds providing patients and their families a hint of nature with sounds of peace.

Butterfly Release
recap report

We would like to thank the following  
partners for their generosity and support  
of this annual celebration:

• MacKenzie Place Senior Living 
• The Broadmoor 
• Griffis/Blessing’s Pinnacle Building 
• Heart of the Springs Church 
• Phil Volan & Joleen Bell
• City of Colorado Springs Parks & 
   Recreation

Donate today!

Above: Community members gather 
together for the live butterfly release.
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Dear Community Supporters,

As autumn settles into our community, 

PPHPC reflects about our programs and 

services for residents of El Paso, Teller, and 

surrounding counties living with serious 

illness. Like the seasons that bring us 

renewal, reflection, and closure, PPHPC 

provides a continuum of care for those 

living with serious illness two-three years 

from a six-month’s hospice diagnosis. 

Pikes Peak Palliative Services currently 

serves 200 patients across the community. 

Our specialized team of physicians, nurse 

practitioners, nurses and social workers 

consult with your primary care physician 

to customize a plan of care to keep you 

active at home, reduce emergency room 

visits and re-hospitalizations, and manage 

pain and symptoms. Leading Palliative 

Services along with our hospice program 

is Dr. Angela Poppe Ries, who was named 

Medical Director for PPHPC on July 1, 2018. 

You’ll learn more about Dr. Poppe Ries and 

her extensive experience in palliative care 

and hospice care later in this newsletter. For 

those of you in the sandwich generation—

adult children managing their immediate 

family, career, and the healthcare 

decisions for aging parents — Pikes Peak 

Palliative Services can be a lifeline as you 

help keep parents at home where they 

want to be. For more information, please 

contact Palliative Services at 719.457.8145. 

Call us, we’re here to help.

from the President

VOLUNTEER 
OPPORTUNITIES

Lunch & Learn  
The Healing Power of Storytelling

Thursday, September 20, 2018 
11:30 am - 1:00 pm  
Pikes Peak Hospice & Palliative Care 
2550 Tenderfoot Hill Street
Colorado Springs, CO 80906

For more information, contact:  
Volunteer Services  
719.633.3400 

Volunteer Companions 
Support patient visits and provide 
caregiver support by spending time with 
the patient. 

Visit pikespeakhospice.org  
Click “Volunteer” tab for details.  

Gloria A. Brooks, MPA, FACHE 
President 
Pikes Peak Hospice & Palliative Care
President & CEO 
Pikes Peak Hospice Foundation

  MEET OUR NEW
  MEDICAL DIRECTOR
    Pikes Peak Hospice & Palliative Care is excited 
    to welcome Dr. Angela Poppe Ries as our new 
    Medical Director. 

    Dr. Poppe Ries started her new position on July 1    
    after transferring from University of Maryland  
    Upper Chesapeake Health. She received her  
    medical degree from Duke University School of 

Medicine and has been in practice for 10 years. Dr. Poppe Ries specializes 
in Internal Medicine and subspecializes in Hospice & Palliative Medicine.

I am excited to lead Pikes Peak Hospice & Palliative 
Care’s physician and provider services. I sought a position 
at PPHPC because of its non-profit mission and legacy in 
the community. I look forward to meeting physicians and 

other healthcare leaders in the communities we serve. 

- DR. POPPE RIES

“
“

Above: Daniel Cisneros has 
volunteered his musical talents for 
more than five years.

Above: Touch Therapy volunteer 
connecting with a patient.



Sentimental Journey recognizes 
that many patients and their family 
members enter the hospice care 
journey with unmet dreams and 
offers them an opportunity for an 
outing that might not otherwise 
have been possible. 

Patients who have been 
involved with this program 
have experienced specially 
coordinated athletic events, 
church services, and diverse 
outings such as ski trips and 
nearby trips to view fall foliage.

 
FAMILY TIME 
Robert Cole, patient at Pikes 
Peak Hospice & Palliative Care, 
met his 5-year-old grandson for 
the first time this spring. Due to 
health reasons his daughter was 
unable to visit Colorado Springs 
and therefore the grandfather and 
grandson had not met in person. 
Through Sentimental Journey we 
were able to pay for Robert and his 
wife’s trip to Chicago so they could 
finally meet their grandson.

Sentimental
Journeys

News from the Foundation

Our hospice team was 
amazing walking this journey 
with us throughout the care of 

both of my parents.

- Peggy Littleton 
Patient Family Member

“ “

Empty Stocking Fund sparks
the giving spirit of the Pikes Peak 
region to benefit 20 local nonprofits 
serving neighbors in need.

The Empty Stocking Fund provides 
resources for local health and 
human service agencies on the  
front lines of helping people in need. 

Donations to the Empty Stocking 
Fund transform lives. Every dollar 
donated grows up to 45.3% through 
matching funds. 

Want to donate?
Call 719.476.1673 

Mail a check made payable to: 
Empty Stocking Fund  
P.O. Box 910942 
Denver, CO 80291-0942

GIVING BACK
THROUGH THE EMPTY 
STOCKING FUND
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Above: Robert Cole, patient at Pikes Peak 
Hospice & Palliative Care and his grandson 
meeting for the first time.

SURF & TURF SURPRISE 
A steak and lobster dinner always 
sounds good to us. Pikes Peak 
Hospice & Palliative Care patient, 
Mary ‘Helen’ Spurlin, thought the 
same thing and chose to treat her 
family to a wonderful steak and 
lobster dinner at Joe’s Crab Shack! 

Helen’s daughter, granddaughter 
and great grandson joined her from 
out of state to attend her savory 
Sentimental Journey.

This afternoon was full of laughter, 
family, great atmosphere and 
delicious food. We’re so happy 
to have provided this outing for 
Helen and her family through the 
Sentimental Journey program. 

Stories of

Trees of Life Tree  
Lighting Ceremony
Saturday, November 17, 2018  
5:00 pm  
Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum 
215 S Tejon Street 
Colorado Springs, CO 80903  

 For more information, contact: 
 Christy Pennington  
cpennington@pikespeakhospice.org  

SAVE THE DATE
2018
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Our Mission
• Provide compassionate & expert  

end-of-life care to patients & their families.

• Partner with those who share our vision.

• Lead change in the community to ensure 

comfort for all who face serious illness.

Our Core Principles 
• Hospice care is about living.  

• End-of-life events are universal.  

• Comfort & dignity should be accessible  
   to all.

• Every life experience is exceptional.

• To listen is to understand. 

• Hospice & palliative care is ever-changing. 

• Optimism is powerful & contagious.

Honored to walk this journey with you.

Providing a special 
kind of care, a different 

kind of hope.

care and support
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THE POWER OF  
PEDIATRIC CARE 
In 2017, PPHPC served 25 children and their families who required 
services and support through Pikes Peak Hospice & Palliative Care. 
In 2018, we have focused fundraising efforts to support even more 
children and families needing our care. Proceeds from our new 
Signature Event, Illuminations, will directly benefit this program, 
offering specialized care and support to our youngest patients.

Thank you to our Signature Event Sponsors  
for supporting Illuminations as we Shine a Light on  

children and families facing their end of life journey.

2018

September 20, 2018 | 6-8 pm

Enjoy a strolling soiree, live benefit auction and presentation of the  
Quality of Life Award all benefitting pediatric hospice and palliative care.

SAVE THE DATE  Inaugural Signature Event 

GRIFFIS       BLESSING

OSBORNE, PARSONS & ROSACKER, LLP 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 O P R 
Osborne, Parsons & Rosacker, LLP 

Certified Public Accountants 

Mary & Ed Osborne

Sharon & Don Hare 
The Hare Group, Inc.

Winter Family Fund of the 
Pikes Peak Community Foundation

Quality of Life Award Winner

*Sponsors as of July 16, 2018

In recognition of
Sam Sullivan 

Sullivan Communities


