
We provide care and support to holistically 
address your physical, emotional and spiritual 
needs while you remain in control of your 
choices for the hospice care you receive.

There are signs that indicate hospice 
care should be a serious consideration, 
below are a few to consider:
• No longer responding as expected to 

treatments for the disease.

• Expressing concern that the burden of 
treatment is outweighing the benefits.

• Is in consistent pain, or when other 
physical symptoms are not relieved.

• Makes repeated, short-term trips to the 
hospital and/or emergency room.

• Is despondent about his or her condition 
and quality of life.

care and support
for each step you choose

care and support
for each step you choose

when to consider hospice 
care makes a difference

The Journey Matters
SUMMER 2019

Many people believe that hospice care is 
reserved for the very last days of life, when 
all other options have failed. This simply isn’t 
the case.

Because of this belief, many of those people 
miss the opportunity to live their last weeks or 
months in physical, emotional and spiritual 
comfort that are available through hospice 
and palliative care support.

Hospice care is about living -- helping you 
find comfort, dignity and fulfillment during 
one of the most important times of life. Even 
when you’re told that nothing more can 
be done for a life-limiting illness, Pikes Peak 
Hospice can provide specialized support to 
achieve your goals. 

Hospice care is designed for patients of all 
ages who are seeking comfort rather than a 
cure during the last phase of life.

Pikes Peak Hospice & Palliative Care focuses 
on enhancing comfort and helping you live 
life to the fullest during this time.

pikespeakhospice.org
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Did you know? Pikes Peak Hospice & Palliative Care has been the community leader in 
hospice and palliative care for nearly 40 years. We are also the only nonprofit,  
community-based advanced illness provider in El Paso and Teller Counties.

Visit PikesPeakHospice.org or call 
719.633.3400 to learn more!

2018 Annual Report is now 
available on our website.
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In the aftermath of the diagnosis of a serious disease, we often feel dazed, 
confused, and afraid. A natural reaction to devastating—and often 
unexpected—news. 

Based on the specifics of our diagnosis and situation, we will confront 
the challenge, consider the options, and make the necessary decisions. 
Fundamental to how we move through the process includes: realizing that 
the diagnosis is a family challenge, recognizing that our attitude shapes our 
expectations, and understanding that different stages of the disease present 
unique challenges and opportunities.

Registration is required, email: CardinaLife@msn.com 
Provide your name and zip code 

Program is FREE! Lunch Provided

FREE LUNCH & LEARN TO ATTEND 
AFTER THE DIAGNOSIS  
Learning to live with a serious disease 

Wednesday, June 19 from 11:30 am - 1:00 pm

This event will be located at Swan-Law Funeral Directors 
501 North Cascade Avenue, Colorado Springs, CO 80903



SUMMER 2019
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Message
Dear Supporters,

The warmer weather has 
finally arrived to Colorado 

Springs – and with it we experience annual 
renewal of hope for times spent with loved ones. 
It is these memories that we cherish for years to 
come. Pikes Peak Hospice & Palliative Care’s 
services are growing to meet the needs of our 
community and I wanted to share some updates 
with you:

• The Pediatric Pathways program, providing 
supportive services for chronically ill children 
and their families, serves approximately 40 
children every day.  We have expanded the 
hours of our pediatrician, Dr. Brooke Geyer, to 
meet these current needs and are planning 
for additional growth as the new Children’s 
Hospital of Colorado Springs opens its doors 
this summer. This program is supported by 
donations from the Pikes Peak Hospice 
Foundation.

• Pikes Peak Palliative Services has also 
experienced significant growth since the 
beginning of 2019. We care for more than 
275 palliative patients who need pain and 
symptom management while living at home 
with chronic serious illnesses. Our partnership 
with Penrose – St. Francis Hospitals has 
resulted in a pilot project to better manage 
the healthcare needs of patients leaving 
the hospital and returning to their homes 
in a long term care setting. The first results 
for this pilot demonstrate that our palliative 
patients only return to the hospital 9% of the 
time, compared to other services at three to 
four times that rate. Nursing and social work 
services for this program are supported by the 
Pikes Peak Hospice Foundation.  

• The end of life care needs for Teller County 
residents are also an area of focus for us. 
PPHPC has pledged to serve all of Teller 
County to meet the needs of families 
experiencing their end of life journeys. We 
have dedicated staff in this community and 
are reaching out to community organizations, 
social service agencies, and senior living 
communities to share information about our 
services and provide education for families 
regarding healthcare decisions and planning.  

If you are interested in being involved with any of 
these services, please contact us for additional 
information regarding volunteer opportunities or 
scheduling community education presentations.  
I hope you will enjoy the time this summer with your 
family and friends and recognize the value that 
our shared experiences bring to each other’s lives.

from the President
GRIEF & LOSS 
SUPPORTIVE EVENTS

Grief Journey Groups
This grief support group meets 
weekly for six weeks and is 
facilitated by a Grief Counselor.

Learn how to manage the many 
physical and emotional reactions 
associated with the normal 
experience of grief. 

The healing begins as  
members share stories and  
coping strategies with others. 

Thursdays, July 25 - August 29 
4:30 pm - 6:30 pm

Women’s Group
Join a fellowship of local women 
who come together to discuss grief, 
coping strategies and life after loss 
during this social monthly potluck.

Second Wednesday each month 
12:00 pm - 2:00 pm

Gloria A. Brooks, MPA, FACHE 
President & Administrator 
Pikes Peak Hospice & Palliative Care

President & CEO 
Pikes Peak Hospice Foundation

Book Club
This club offers a step-by-step 
method that is focused on creating 
a satisfying life after losing a loved 
one and is based on the science 
of neuroplasticity and our ability to 
adapt to change. 

Participants discuss the topic of 
creating a satisfying life, shared 
common experiences and provided 
peer support and fellowship. 

Mondays, September 9 - 23 
2:00 pm - 3:30 pm
 This event is not recommended  
if the loss is very recent.

Each event will be located at Pikes Peak Hospice & Palliative Care 
2550 Tenderfoot Hill Street, Colorado Springs, CO 80906

Pikes Peak Hospice & Palliative Care hosted a free 
workshop for healthcare professionals, caregivers 
and individuals struggling with grief & loss in the 
Colorado Springs community, Tuesday, April 23  
at the Space Foundation. 

The workshop, Aging America - Coping with Loss, 
Dying & Death in Later Life, provided a moderated 
discussion with expert panelists as we explored grief 
experiences and support needs specific to older 
adults, discussed care programs in the last months  
of life and identified ethical issues that may arise  
from them.

2019 BY THE NUMBERS 

HFA TELECONFERENCE RECAP

45  
in attendance 

13  
different local groups

 5  
expert panelists 



COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS
On Tuesday, May 21, a small group gathered at the 
home of Dan and Montse Korleski to enjoy food 
and drink while learning more about living every 
day to the fullest from Gloria Brooks, President and 
CEO of Pikes Peak Hospice Foundation. Brooks 
also discussed how to ensure that care choices 
are followed and how gifts to Pikes Peak Hospice 
Foundation help fund the cost of patient care and 
special projects in El Paso and Teller Counties.

Dan is the Immediate Past Chair of the Pikes Peak 
Hospice Foundation Board of Trustees. Montse is a 
former Board of Director member. Both are current 
co-chairs on the Illuminations Event Committee. 

Community Connections are a way to demystify the myths and misconceptions 
of hospice and palliative care in an intimate setting. Guests are invited by their 
hosts and are able to ask questions while not in a crisis or when faced with making 
immediate decisions for a loved one.  
 
Special thanks to Picnic Basket Catering for donating the refreshments provided.

Foundation News

When contributions made to Pikes Peak 
Hospice & Palliative Care in memory of 
a loved one reach $1,000 or more, we 
honor those people at a Today’s Tributes, 
Tomorrow’s Legacies Tribute Reception. 

Each family is given the opportunity to 
provide a story and photo of their loved 
one to be shared during the reception 
and on our virtual Tribute Wall, which is 
featured on pikespeakhospice.org. 

Anyone who made a donation in memory 
of the loved ones being commemorated 
is invited to attend as well as anyone else 
the family requests, including staff. A short 
ceremony follows at 5:30 pm and includes 
remarks by Pikes Peak Hospice Foundation 
President & CEO, Gloria Brooks. 

Additionally, we will have a vignette of stories by one of our chaplains, a 
reading of the names, light refreshments and music. Keepsake leaves will be 
given to each family with the loved one’s name engraved. We typically honor 
approximately 10 names at each complimentary reception.

 Funds raised help support vital programs and end-of-life care  
 for others in our community.

TRIBUTE RECEPTIONS

SUMMER 2019

Experience the BEST that the “719” has to 
offer with incredible samplings from breweries, 
distilleries, and pair with delicious bites from local 
food trucks! 

Enjoy live music, games, visit with non-profits, and 
celebrate city-centric pride all in the same place! 

$1 from every ticket sold will be donated to  
The Gazette Charities/El Pomar Empty Stocking 
Fund. Get your tickets today!

Tickets on sale at: www.719day.com
Pikes Peak Hospice & Palliative Care  
is a Proud Empty Stocking Fund partner 3

#SparkTheGivingSpirit

“

ABOVE: Montse and Dan Korleski. 

KING SOOPERS COMMUNITY 
REWARDS PROGRAM

We are proud to announce we’ve  
teamed with King Soopers and  
City Market to be a part of their  
Community Rewards Program.

Every time you shop for groceries  
and swipe your SooperCard,  
King Soopers will make a donation  
to our foundation. 

HOW TO ENROLL
kingsooperscommunityrewards.com

• Click Enroll Now 
Sign into your King Soopers 
account or create an account.

• Click Community Rewards 
Search Pikes Peak Hospice 
Foundation either by name or 
enter EN851.

• Click Enroll

719 DAY BREWFEST
Friday, July 19, 2019
5:00 pm - 10:00 pm
Weidner Field  
6303 Barnes Road



The Journey Matters   
is published four times a year. No article in this publication  
may be reprinted in whole, or in part, without permission.   
© 2019 by Pikes Peak Hospice & Palliative Care, Inc.    

 Pikes Peak Hospice & Palliative Care, Inc. is a community-based  
nonprofit serving the Pikes Peak region since 1980.

2550 Tenderfoot Hill Street
Colorado Springs, CO 80906

719.633.3400   Fax 719.633.3800
pikespeakhospice.org
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Our Mission
• Provide compassionate & expert  

end-of-life care to patients & their families.

• Partner with those who share our vision.

• Lead change in the community to ensure 

comfort for all who face serious illness.

Our Core Principles 
• Hospice care is about living.  

• End-of-life events are universal.  

• Comfort & dignity should be accessible  

   to all.

• Every life experience is exceptional.

• To listen is to understand. 

• Hospice & palliative care is ever-changing. 

• Optimism is powerful & contagious.

Honored to walk this journey with you.

Providing a special 
kind of care, a different 

kind of hope.

care and support
for each step you choose

care and support
for each step you choose

RECOGNIZING OUR VOLUNTEERS  
Those who can, do. Those who can do more, volunteer.

On a windy April morning, more than 60 dedicated volunteers 
gathered at the Colorado Springs Shrine Club for Pikes Peak 
Hospice & Palliative Care’s annual Volunteer Appreciation.  
Gloria Brooks, President of Pikes Peak Hospice and President & CEO 
of Pikes Peak Hospice Foundation recognized the efforts of all our 
volunteers and the positive impact they have with our patients, 
families, employees, and community.

Volunteers contributed more than 18,000 hours in 2018, which 
equates to 8% of all care provided to our hospice patients.  
The Independent Sector values an hour of volunteer time in 
America to be worth $24.69 which means that our hospice 
volunteers provided more than $440,000 dollars in service last year. 

In addition to enjoying the delicious breakfast provided by Aspen 
Pointe Catering, attendees posed for “glamour shots” with their 
fellow volunteers and PPHPC employees and were awarded pins 
for years of service.

Patients in every location, inpatient unit, at home and care facilities 
received visits, prayer, handmade blankets and the gift of kind 
presence. Administratively, Foundation and event volunteers 
behind the scenes who keep the business of providing Hospice care 
running, were also recognized. 

  

Honoring
Blessing “Yemi” Mobolade 

ikes Peak Hospice & Palliative 
Care seeks to recognize a 

community member who makes a 
difference in the quality of life for 
residents of Colorado Springs and  
El Paso and Teller Counties. 

The recipient will be recognized with the 
Quality of Life Award at the signature 
fundraising event, Illuminations, 
scheduled for September 19, 2019.

Yemi Mobolade is the 2019 recipient of 
this award. Mobolade is devoted to and 
values the people of Colorado Springs 
and has held many different leadership 
positions to improve the quality of life in 
our community.

He is a developer of relationships literally 
(Wild Goose & Good Neighbor) and 
figuratively has created space in the 
community for people to tell their stories. 

In everything Mobolade does, he strives 
to build a better journey of life for the 
people of this community and we’re 
honored to recognize him this year. 

QUALITY OF LIFE AWARD
2019 Recipient 

Yemi Mobolade

 
2018 Recipient 

El Pomar Foundation

P


